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Particulars of a late adventurous Excursion, from Ha- 
saree Baug, in the East-Indies, in Pursuit of two wild 
Elephants. 


N the 24th instant, at midnight, information was received 
that two wild elephants of an uncommon size bad made 
their appearance within a few hundred yards of the canton- 
ments, and close to a village, the inhabitants of which were in 
the greatest alarm. No time was lost in dispatching all the 
public and private elephants at the station in pursuit of them ; 
but, at day-break on the 25th, advice was brought, that their 
very superior size and apparent fierceness had rendered all at- 
tempts for seizing them, unavailing, and that the most expe- 
rienced driver we had was dangerously hurt; the elephant on 
which he rode having been struck to the ground by one of the 
wild ones, which, with its companion, had afterwards retreated 
to a sugar-cane plantation, adjoining to the village of Juddees- 
. The guns were then immediately ordered to this place. 
ut it being desirable, in the first instance, to try every means 
of catching the elephants, the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood were assembled, with the assistance of Rajah Sing, 
and deep pits were prepared on the edge of the field of sugar- 
canes, in which our elephants and peopie with the utmost diffi- 
culty contrived to retain these animals during the day. When 
the pits were reported ready, we repaired to the spot; and 
they were with much dexterity driven into them; but unfor- 
tunately one of the two did not prove sufficiently deep; and 
the elephant, which escaped from it, was seen, in the presence 
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of many witnesses, to assist his companion with his trunk, to 
extricate himself.. Both were, however, with much exertion, 
brought back to the sugar-cane field, and no particular symp- 
toms of vice or fierceness having appeared in the course of 
the day, it was thought adviseable to make another trial to 
catch them. 

The bildars therefore were set to work, to deepen the old pits, 
and prepare new pits against day-break, when it was proposed 
to make the final attempt. At four o'clock in the morning, 
however, they burst through all the guards, and making fora 
village at about three miles distance, entered it with so much 
rapidity, that the horsemen, who galloped in front of them, 
had not time to apprize every inhabitant of his danger; and it 
is lamentable to add, that one poor man was torn limb froin 
limb, a child trodden to death, and two females woanded. 
The destruction of these elephauts now became absolutely ne- 
cessary; and, as they shewed no inclination to quit the large 
village where the mischief was done, we gained time to bring 
up the four-pounders, from which they soon received several 
round shot, aud abundance of grape, each. The largest of 
the two was brought to the ground, by a round shot in the 
head ; but, after remaining there for a quarter of an hour ap- 
parently lifeless, he got up again as vigorous as ever. The des- 
peration of both at this period exceeded all description, They 
made repeated charges of near an hundred yards at the guns ; 
and had it not been for the uncominon steadiness and bravery 
of the artillerymén, who more than once turned them off, by 
shots in the head and body, when within a few paces of them, 
many dreadful casualties must have occurred. We were now 
obliged to desist, by want of ammunition, and before a fresh 
supply- Gould be obtained, the elephants quitted the village, 
and, though streaming with blood from an hundred wounds, 
proceeded with inconceivable rapidity towards Hazaree Bang. 
They were at length brought up by the horsemen and our ele- 
phants, when within a very short distance of a crowded bazar; 
and ultimately, after many renewals of the most formidable 
and ferocious attacks upon the guns, they gave up the contest 
with their lives. . 

Nineteen four-pound shot have already been taken out of 
their bodies, and eight or ten more, it is supposed, will yet be 
found. 











Sagacity of Animals in their Food. 


N ANY animals indeed have their food at hand, and find 
A their table, as it were, ready spread ; but the enjoyment 
of 
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of it requires great consideration, sagacity, and very nice 
distinction, the table being prepared for various creatures; and 
what agrees with one is burtful to another. Linneeus has found 
by 2314 experiments, that bees eat 276 kinds of herbs, and 
218 they will not touch; goats feed on 449, passing by 126 
others ; sheep are fond of, and thrive on 387, whereas from 
141 others they immediately turn aside; horses delight in 
262 herbs, and shew a manilest aversion to 212; swine fatten 
on 72, and make no account of 171. There are consequently 
several hundreds of vegetables of which these tame animals 
distinguish the form and qualities. 





A SPANISH TALE. 


By Madame de Grafigny, Authoress of the Letters of a Peruvian 


Princess. 
(Continued from Page 691.) 


“ QZ7OU complain of me Madam,” said he, “ but if you 
knew my heart, you would feel pity for me. I still love 
your brother, and L adore you ; [ have endeavoured to please 
you by a thousand means which you have not condescended 
to notice. 1 would share my throne with you, if [ could; but, 
like the rest of mortals, | have only a heart to offer you. 
Hitherto, respect has kept me silent: judge, however, if 1 am 
impetuous, Madam: remember, it is your king who speaks 
to you asatimid lover. What did T not suffer in afflicting 
you when | punished your brother? L would have pardoned his 
crime bad it been known only to myself: but [ owed his 
imprisonment to my subjects. Let Don Pedro sanction my 
clemency by a confession, and by a sincere repentance, and [ 
will gladly shew him merey. Employ all the power you have 
over him to thatend: go and see him; tell him that [ wish 
an interview with him: tell him that [ will have him brought 
before me: be you with him, and you shall both find that Lam 
more your friend than your master. Do not reply to me, 
Madam,” continued the king, secing that Elvira was about to 
speak, “ [shall not feel the force of being generous, if [ find 
as much ingratitude in the heart of the sister as in that of the 
brother. Permit me to have the fecble satisfaction of relying 
upon your gratitude.” The king then made a sign that his 
attendants should approach, and assist Elvira to walk. 

They were eagerly attentive, but Don Alvar was before 
them. In rising, Elvira let fall her handkerchief with which 
she had wiped away her tears: Don Alvar quickly picked it 
up, audavailed himseli of that opportunity to give era note ; 
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but he did not doit so dexterously but that the king had his 
suspicions of the circumstance. The fatigue which Elvira 
felt from what she had gone through, the anxiety which the 
note caused, and her impatience to read it, forbade her to pro- 
ceed to visit her brother. She had no sooner arrived at 


home than she opened it; and it contained the following 
words :— 


LETTER. 


“ You think me, doubtless, the most guilty of men, adorable 

lvira: L am only the most miserable. Adorned with all 
the appearances of satisficd ambition, my heart acknow- 
ledges only love and friendship. I violated my silence, and I 
appeared sensible of the favours of the king, only in the 
hope of being useful to Don Pedro: if I can but ascertain 
the nature of the crime which is imputed to him, that will be 
sufficient to prove his innocence; and I flatter myself that L 
shall succeed ere long. No other motive less powerful could 
have induced me to obey the tyrannical order of the king 
to abstain from all intercourse with the only persons fur whose 
sake life is valuable to me. It will be the ruin of all three 
if he discovers the least understanding between us. Perhaps [ 
have carried prudence too far : but, Madam, to whom could L 
confide my secret? A stranger in this court, observed on 
all sides, distrustful myself of mankind, and ignorant of them, 
1 preferred the dreadful alternative of appearing ungrateful 
to you, to the danger which might have encompassed you 
from my inexperience : | know not, even, whether I shall be 
able to convey this note to you: but, lovely Elvira, 1 shall die 
with grief if Ido not assure you of the boundless nature of my 
love.” 

The perusal of this letter caused an inconceivable change in 
the soul of Elvira: “ Don Alvar is not ungrateful,” she 
exclaimed with transport : “ My brother will shortly testify his 
innocence : [ shall soon Lehoid them both sharing in the 
bounty of the king and in my tenderness. Need I| be uneasy 
at the love of Alphonso? He is generous, he can never 
hate us,” 

These agreeable emotions awakening in the heart of Elvira, 
seemed to re-animate her whole frame; her healili was almost 
immediately established. She passed a night that was as much 
disturbed by pleasant ideas as her preceding ones had been by 
unpleasant. 

She rose early, and was preparing to visit Don Pedro, to 
inform him of all that had taken place, wheu Isabella arrived. 
« Come,” cried Elvira as soon as she perceived her ; come, 
my dear Isabella, participate in my hopes, as you have 
participated 
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participated in my sorrows: [ am all impatience to talk with 
you.” 

« [ know all,” said Isabella: “ Don Alvar had brought 
ruin upon you all three: the sword was raised over your 
heads, but | was skilful enough to turn it aside. Jt was to 
inform you of this good news that I rose so early. Good 
Heavens !” continued she, “ how silly lovers are! They think 
they see every thing without being seen ; and they are seen 
without suspecting it.” 

“ Explain yourself,” replied Elvira alarmed. “ What have 
we yet to fear ?” 

“ Nothing,” replied Isabella ; “* have I not told you that [ 
warded off the blow? But relieve my uneasiness on your part : 
What have you done with the note of Don Alvar? You were 


” 





so agitated they say 

“And how do you know that I have received a note,” 
asked Elvira, with increasing alarm. 

« | know it from the king,” replied Isabella. 

“ From the king!” exclaimed Elvira. “ Ab! we are 
Jost !” 

“ You will not understand me, then,” replied Isabella 
impatiently : “ You shall find that the blunders with which I 
am reproached do not extend to important things: I know 
how to speak to advantage when it is to serve my friends : 
but you will not be persuaded of this until you enjoy the 
happiness which | have provided for you: for your preja- 
dice ¥ 

“ Heavens !” said Elvira, “ I will believe whatever you 
wish : but explain yourself.” 

“ Theking,” replied Isabella, “ appeared to be ina very ill 
humour yesterday, after you had quitted him. He asked, 
repeatedly, where L was ; | was informed of this, and Lhastened 
to the court immediately. As soon as he saw me, he drew me 
aside. He put many pointed questious to me respecting your 
connection and that of your brother with Don Alvar. I 
assured him that you had not any with him. ‘£ Mighty well,’ 
said he in an ironical tone: ¢ I am better instructed than you 
are.” ‘Then he relate.!, with a degree of resentment which he 
strove iv vain to hide, that Don Alvar had given you a note ia 
his presence ; and that, from the agitation in which you seemed 
when you received it, he had no doubt that you were both ac- 
complices in the ridiculous seditious plot which is ascribed to 
your brother. He finished with heavy menaces against you all. 
It required all my presence of mind not to be disconcerted : 
time was precious : a moments reflection convinced me that 
the avowal of the truth was the only way to save you. J sud- 
denly assumed a look of confidence and resolution, instead of 
the timid counteuance which the king doubtless expected to 
behold 
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behold in me: and I told him that it was not worth while 
to make so mauy threats about a mere love-letter. ‘ A lovee 
fetter ! le exclaimed with a look as cold as it was before 
incensed. * Yes, Sire,’ | replied, “ if Don Alvar gave a note 
to Elvira it.couid be nothing else. He continued to ques- 
tion me, and | iold him how you came to bave an affection 
for each other. At last he quitted me, assuring me that he did 
not suspect my integrity. You see, therefore, that your welfare 
js at hand: he loves Don Alvar to excess: what therefore 
could he do better to make hin happy than to give you to him ? 
In compliment to your marriage, he will pardon Don Pedro, 
and { shall not think myself obliged to wed him then, 
because he will not be unhappy: and so we shall all be 
contented. In fact, itis time that joy appeared amongst us 
again: it is hardly living to be always s complaining : it is dying 
to be always eat up with ennui.” 

Isabella continued her agreeable conjectures; and Elvira, 
buried in protound contemplation, scarcely listened to her, 
wheo an order arrived from the king to enter, immediately, 
a carriage which was in waiting, and which was to conduct them 
to their place of exile. At the same time, they ordered the 
servants to prepare whatever was requisite for an immediate 
departure. 

Elvira, overwhelmed by this unexpected stroke, seemed to 

y no attention to what passed. “ Oh my brother! Oh 
Alvar !” she exclaimed with bitterness, “ what will become of 

ou ” Complaints were useless : they must go. 

Elvira remained, during the whole journey, in the same kind 
of stupor into which she had fallen when she received the 
orders of the king. Isabella expressed her grievances ina 
manner which would have been highly diverting under any 
other circumstances. 

The night was far advanced when they stopped. They were 
conducted into a spacious room, whose dilapidation, as well as 
that of the furniture, would have alarmed persons less de- 
Jicate than they were. Every thing was alike to Elvira ; she 
noticed nothing : but Isabella, by. her reiterated questions, 
compelled the sort of phantoms who were appointed to 
wait vpou them in the habiliinents of duennas, to satisfy her 
enriosity. She thought she beheld her grave open when she 
Jearned that they were at the court of the queen dowager, 
grandmother of the king. She uttered a thousand reproaches 
against Elvira, and a thousand fears. . Her chagrin was 
augmented, the next day, when she beheld herself in a castle, 
jess dreadful even from its extreme antiquity, than from the 
fittle attention that was paid to her amusement. 

The old queen, attached to eliquette : ind to ancient custom, 
rendered life insupportable to those whom praseription had c: “7 
veyec 
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veyed to her, under the pretence of forming her court. Every 
thing partook of constraint, melancholy, and inconvenience. 
Elvira led a languishing life : yet she lived. 

Don Alvar was not less unhappy. Alphonso, excessively 
irritated at the disclosure which Isabella had made, and listening 
only tothe suggestions of his indignation, imagtned that he 
could banish as easily from his heart, as from his | presence, the 
objects of his jealousy. 

After the exile of Elvira, he retarded that of Don Alvar only 
as long as he thought it necessary to prevent his following 
her steps. He was then deprived of his honours, ordered 
to retire frum court, and never more to appear there 
again. 

More surprised than hurt, he did not hesitate a moment 
as to the choice of his place of retrest. His thoughts 
turned with fondness towards the but where he had been 
reared: his heart was fatigued and eager for repose, and 
he thought that he should there find again those peace-~ 
ful days which he always remembered with delight and 
which he now regarded as the only happiness worth de- 


siring. 
vo . 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





Cardinal Wolsey’s splendid Treatment of the French Am- 
hahaa lors, A. D. 1527. 


N 1527, when some French ambassadors were in England, 

the king willing that they should be treated with the 
greatest respect, sent them to be entertained by Cardinal Wol- 
sey at Hampton Court, The following account of the enter- 
tainment will give the reader an idea of the magnificence of 
that prelate’s establishinent : 

“ Theu was there made great preparation of all things for 
this great assembly at Hampton Court ; the Cardiuall callec 
before him bis principal officers, as steward, treasurer, Con- 
troller, and clerk of his kitchen, to whom he declared his mind, 
touching the entertainment of the Frenchmen at Hamptou 
Court ; cominauding them neither to spare for any cost, 
expence, or travayle, to make such a triumphant banquet as 
they might not only wonder at it here, but also make a glorious 
report of it in their country, to the great honour of the king 
and his realm ; to accomplish his commandinent they sent 
out caters, pareniaes, and divers other persons, my lord’s 
friends, to make preparation ; also they sent for all the ex vert 
cookes and connyng persons in the art of cookerie which 
were within London.or elsewhere, that might be gotten 
6 to 
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to beautify this noble feast ; the purveiors provided, and my 
lord’s friends sent in such provision as one would wonder to 
have seen. The cookes wrought both day and night with 
suttleties and many crafty devices, where lacked neither gold, 
silver, nor other costly thing meet for their purpose : the 
yeomen and groomes of the wardrobe were busied in hanging 
of the chambers, and furnishing the same with beds of silk and 
other furniture in every degree: then my Lord Cardinall sent 
me (Mr. Cavendish) being his gentleman usher, with two 
other of my fellows thither, to foresee all things touching 
our rooms to be nobly garnyshed : accordingly our pains were 
not small nor light, but daily travelling up and down from 
chamber to chamber—then wrought the carpenters, joiuers, 
masons, and all other artificers necessary to be had to glo- 
rity this noble feast. There was carriage and re-carriage of 
plate, stuff, and other rich implements, so that there was 
nothing lacking that could be imagined or devised for the pure 
pose. There was also provided two hundred and eighty beds 
furnished with all manner of furniture to them belonging, tgo 
jong particularly to be rehearsed, but all wise men do 
sufficiently know what belongeth to the furniture thereof, and 
that is sufficient at this time to be said. 

“ The day was come to the Frenchmen assigned, and 
they ready assembled before the hour of their appoint- 
ment, wherefore the officers caused them to ride to Han- 
worth, a place and parke of the kinges, within three miles, 
there to hunt and spend the day untill night, at which time 
they returned againe to Hampton Court, and every of them 
was conveyed to their several chambers, having in them great 
fires, and wine to their comfort and relief, remaining there un- 
till their supper was ready. ‘The chambers where they supped 
and banquetted were ordered in this sort: first the great 
wayting chamber was hanged with rich arras, as ail other 
were, and furnished with tall yeomen to serve. ‘There were 
set tables round about the chamber, banquetwise covered ; 
a cupboord was there garnished with white plate, having 
also in the same chamber to give the more light, tour great 

lates of silver set with great lights, and a ereate fire of 
wood and coales. The next chamber, being the charter of 
presence, was hanged with very rich arras, and a sin piuous 
cloth of estate furnished with many goodly gentiemea to 
serve the tables, ordered in manner as the other cham- 
ber was, saving that the high table was removed beneath 
the cloth of estate towards the middest of the chamber 
covered. Then there was acunboord, being as long as the 
chamber was in breadth, with six deskes of height, garnyshed 
with guilt plate, and the nethermost desk was garnyshed all 
with gold plate, having with lights one paire of candlestickes of 
stivec 
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silver and guilt, being curiously wrought, which cost three 
hundred markes, and standing upon the same, two lights of 
waxe burning as bigge as torches to set it forth, ‘This cup- 
boord was barred round about, that no man could come nigh 
it, for there was none of all this piate touched in this banquet, 
for there was sufficient .besides. The plates that did hang on 
the walls to give light were of silver and guilt, having in them 
great pearchers of waxe burning, a great fire burning in the 
chimney, and all other things necessary for the furniture of 
sonoble a feast. Now was all things in a readiness, and 
supper tyme at hand, the principal officers caused the trum- 
petters to blow to warne to supper: the officers discreetly 
went and conducted these noblemen from their chambers 
into the chambers where they should suppe, and caused them 
there to sit downe, and that done their service came up 
in such abundance both costly and full of suttleties, and 
with such a pleasant noyse of instruments of musicke, that 
the Frenchmen (as it seemed) were rapt into a heavenly para- 
dise. You must understand that my lord cardinall was 
not yet comen thither, but they were merry and pleasant 
with their fare, and devised suttleties. Before the second 
course my lord came in, booted and spurred, all sodainely 
amongst them, and bade them proface ; at whose coming there 
was great joy, with rising every man from his place, 
whom my lord caused to sit still and keep their roomes, and 
being in his apparell as he rode, called for a chayre, and sat 
down in the middest of the high paradise, laughing, and 
being as merry as ever[ saw hymn inall my lyff. Anone came 
up the second course, with so many dishes, suttleties, and 
devises, above a hundred in number, which were of so goodly 
proportion and so costly, that I thinke the Frenchmen never 
saw the like, the wonder was no less than it was worthy indeed. 
There were castles with images, in the same; Paul’s 
church, for the quantity as well counterfeited as the painter 
should have painted it on a cloth or wall. There were 
beasts, birds, foules, and personages most lykely, made and 
counterfeited, some fighting with swords, some with guns 
and cross-bows, some vaughting and leaping, some dancing 
with ladies, some on horses in complete harnesse, justing 
with long and sharpe speares, with many more devises. Among 
all,one I noted was a chesse-boord, made of spiced plate, with 
men there of the sane, and for the good proportion, and 
because the Frenchmen be very cunning and expeit in that 
play, my lord cardinall gave the same to a gentleman of 
France, commanding there should be made a goodly case for 
the preservation thereof in all hast, that he might convey the 
same safe into his countrey. Then tooke my lord a bole 
of golde filled with ipocrasse, and putting off his cap said, 
Vy ol, 50. r p l 
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[ drinke to the king my soveraigne lord, and next unto the king 
your master, and therewith did dryneke a good draught; and 
when he had done, he desired the graund maisire to pledge 
him cup and all, the _ h was well worth 500 marks, and 
so caused all the boords to pledge these two royal princes: 
then went the cups so pe ber about, that many of the 
Frenchmen were taine to be led to their beds. ‘Then rose 
up my lord, and went into his privy chamber to pull off his 
bootes, and to shift kim, and then went he to supper, and 
making a very short supper, or rather a_repast, returned 
into the chamber of presence to the Frenchmen, using 
them so lovingly and familiarly, that they could not commend 
him too much; and whilest they were in commugication, 
and other pastimes, all their liveries were served to their 
chambers ; every chamber had a bason and an ewer of silver, 
a great liverey pot of sylver, and some guilt 5 yea, and some 
chambers had two liverey pots, with wine and beere,a boule, 
a goblet, and a pot of syiver to drink in, both for their wine and 
beere ; a sylver candlesticke both white and plaine, having 
in it two sizes, and a statie torche of waxe, a-fine manchet, 
and acheat loaf. Thus was every chamber furnished through 
the house; and yet the cupboords in the two banquetting 
chambers were not touched. ‘thus when it was more than 
time convenient, they were conveyed to their lodgings, where 
they rested that night. In the morning, after they had 
heard mass, they dined with the cardinall, and so departed to 


Windsor.” 








INTERESTING TRIALS 


HUNTINGDON LAMMAS ASSIZES. 
ROWLEY, ESQ. 0. FOUDRINIERS. 


A Very boigors int cause was tried at Huntingdon, before 
Mr. Justice Heath and a special jury, which, when 
ultimately pts ided, will be of the utmost consequence to every 
occupier of miils subsisting upon the different streams in the 
country. Theaction was brought by Owsley Rowley, Esq. as 
poss sessor of certain adjace ent meadows, against the occupier 
of St. Neots paper-mills, in the county of Huntingdon, for 
not repairing certain piling and, banks near the flood-gates 
abutting upon the meadow, and for keeping so great a head of 
water for working the mills, that the overplus or waste waters 
were diverted down the back stream running between the 
meadows, to the great injury of the plaintiff, ltap peared yEen 
the 
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the trial that the mills and the meadows were formerly the 
property of distinet persons, but by purchase were become the 
property of the plaintiff, who, thas possessed of both estates, 
had let the mills by lease for a term of 31 years to the defen- 
dants, whom he bound to lay out the sum of 40001 The 
great questions in the cause were whether certain repairs of 
the piling and banks of tiie meadows below the flood-gates of 
tlie back water stream of the mill, ought to be repaired by the 
plaintiff, as possessed of the meadows, or by the defendants, 
as tenants of the mills ; and whether the defendants by their 
inanner of working the mills (thus bound by the plaintiff 
to be erccted by the defendants) cid not keep up too great 
a head of water. The evidence on the part of the plaintiff 
stated that the injury done to the banks of the plaintiff's 
meadows was owing to the flowing of the water through the 
flood-gates with greater force than necessary, occasioned by 
the increased head of water which the plaintiff alleged was 
kept at the mills. Ou the part of the defendants the evidence 
stated that only a proper head was kept, and that it was impose 
sible that the injury complained of by the plaintiff could have 
arisen from any mismanagement at the mills, it bemg proved 
that every possible pains were taken that the bead should be 
kept an uniform height, and that men were alternately 
employed by the defendants, every 24 hours, to watch the state 
of the water, and whenever the water rose above the usual 
water-mark, to draw it off by the proper gates, and that such 
water-inark did not ox cam the height of that of the preced- 
ing tenant. ‘The plaintiff®llad expended 151. 12s. Od. in repair- 
ing the banks and piling, but in his action he laid his damages 
at 500!. 

Mr. Serjeant Peckwell and Mr. Storks, counsel for the 
defendants, took an objection to the nature of the acticn on 
the following grounds :—first, that as the defendants were 
lessees of the plaintiffs, he should have brought his action 
on the covenaut to repair in that capacity, and not as 
possessor or occupjer of the meadows; secondly, that the 
present action, which was an action on the case, could not beso 





maintained at the suit of the plaintiff against the defendants, 
The judge appeared of this 





as a coimmon law remedy. 
Opinion, and consequently reserved the point for the judgment 
of the court of king’s bench next Michaelmas term ; and his 
lordship, ia summing up, stated the expensive terms stipu- 
lated by the plaintiff upon the defendants, in obl-ging them to 
Jay oui so many thousand pouwads on the plaintifi’s own estate ; 
that whatever might have been t 
it had been shewn in evidence that the improvements which 
' 


he usage tn former repairs, yet 


he plaintiff had (beneficially to himself), imposed upon 
the defendants in creciing such exteusive works, they must 
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necessarily require the use of more water ; should it therefore 
ultimately be determined the plaintiff might be liable to any 
small damages occasioned by a larger head of water, he must 
and ought to be contented to pay for a little occasional damage, 
when he had by his lease required improvements to the 
extent of many thousand pounds from the defendants ; that if 
the plaintiff expected such enormous improvements, it was un- 
reasonable he should recover in this case, and therefore he 
should reserve the point of law. 

The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff for 15]. 12s. 9d. 
the amount of the repairs ; and as the judge reserved the point 
of law, consequently the cause will not ultimately be decided 
rill next term. 





Miss Plumptre’s Description of the Consequences of 
the Revolution in France, on the Province of La 
Vendee. 


VERY town and village which we passed through, in 

4 La Vendee, presented vestiges of the terrible scenes of 
desolation, to which this unfortunate country was for so longa 
time the victim ; some were almost entirely laid in ruins, and 
all more or less injured; while the blackened walls that 
were standing, when the whole interior of the houses was 
demolished, told in mournful but eloquent terms the sad tales 
of conflagration which had succeeded to massacre and plun- 
der, and called up incessantly in the mind a train of the most 
melancholy reflections. Three of the places in our route, 
Chantonnay, St. Fulgent, and Montaign, were the scenes of 
actions of particular note in the Vendean war. At the two 
former, the most memorable engagements in the campaign of 
1793, took place ; the latter, still more unfortunate, was within 
the short space of three days taken by the republican army, 
and re-taken by the Vendeans; on both which occasions the 
town was delivered up to pillage and massacre ; no quarter was 
given either to the miserable inhabitants, or to the troops by 
which it was defended. 

But though the ruined towns and villages of La Vendee 
presented to the eye a sad succession of affecting monuments, 
which bore testimony to the calamities, every country 1s 
doomed to suffer when made the theatre of war, in the 
fields no traces remained that could recall the remembrance 
of its misfortunes. Four years of perfect tranquillity, which 
had been enjoyed since the pacification made on Buonaparte’s 
accession tothe government, had given time for the sword to 
be effectually changed into the plouglshare and the time 
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had not been misemployed. The country was every were ina 
perfect state of cultivation, and presented a flattering pros- 
pect of the extensive commerce which it once carried on in the 
productions of the earth being revived: it had been favoured 
by government in the remission of certain imposts for a term 
of years, which would have borne particularly hard on a district 
so ruined and desolated. s 

The population of the whole province of Poitou had been 
constantly diminishing ever since the revocation of the edict 
of Nantes, and it is computed that not Jess than four hundred 
thousand persons perished in the civil war in these parts 
during the revolution : what portion of this loss fell upon 
La Vendee, is not exactly ascertained, but it is supposed a fourth 
part at least. 

The Vendeans are considered as a remnant of the Huns 
and Picts, who wader the Jatter emperors of the west over-ran 
a large part of Ltaly and Gaul. They have a character both 
physical and moral, which differs in many respects from the 
character of those among the French who may more decidedly 
be pronounced descendants of the Franks, They have larger 
heads, thicker necks, smaller eyes, and fairer complexions, 
than the French in general. They are rather low in stature, 
of a disposition less ardent and active than the French of many 
other parts ; but when their spirit is roused, they enter with 
great eagerness into whatever they undertake, and are 
remarkable for a stoical contempt of death in the pursuit 
of any favourite object. They are very hospitable, and if a 
traveller should be overtaken by bad weather will invite him 
into their cottages, give him any refreshment that they afford, 
and would esteem it an affront if the guest should offer to 
pay for it. They are more addicted to drinking than the 
generality of the French, and are less eager after diversions ; 
yet they have their Sunday amusements, to which they 
are much attached. After service, the men make par- 
tics at bowls, in which they particularly excel, and the 
losers always treat the company with two or three bottles of 
wine, according to the numbers that are to drink. But the’ 
great time of festivity is when a hog is killed by any of the 
peasantry. ‘The owner of the animal invites all his neighbours 
to his house, when they play at bowls, dance, and amuse 
themselves with other active sports ‘till supper. They then 
make a jovial and hearty meal, when the wine flows freely, 
and afierwards tell stories, or make speeches, or sometimes 
preach burlesque sermons, in which great humour is displayed. 
Tie Veudcan women are reckoned to sing and dance extremely 
well, 


Particulars 
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Particulars respecting Sardinia. 


” Bhpay seca the capital, contains many handsome public 
edifices, aud is strongly fortified. ‘The municipality has 
a rental of thirty thousand livres, and a granary containing a 
permanent stock of twenty thousand measures of wheat, in 
case of any occasional scarcity. ‘The city was ravaged by the 
plague in the seventeeuth century, and in the eighteenth 
it stood three sieges; the present population is estimated 
at 35,000. 

Sassari is the chief town of another district, situated on 
the north eastern side of the island, twelve wiles from the 
sea. It is surrounded with high Gothic walls and. towers, 
Phe hanging hills and valleys of trees which encircle it, 
add greatly to its embellishmeut. It is well supplied with 
water by fountains, which are not inferior to many in Rome, 
The governor of the district resides there, and though a 
military man, presides in the civil and criminal courts. It is 
the see of an archbishop, and contains eighty-four churches, 
thirteen convents, a college for the education of noblemen, and 
the most considerable manufactory of tobacco. The popala- 
tion is estimated at 30,000. 

The adjacent islands abound in wild goats, deer, wild boars, 
falcons : also in salt marshes, and fine pasturage. There are 
Likewise a few tunny fisheries. 

As the Greeks were very fond of comparing the form of 
every country with some known object, they are said to have 
called Sardinia Ichnusa and Sandaliotis, from the foot and the 
sandal. Thus they compared Mesopotainia to a galley, and 
the Peloponnesus to a ieaf of the plane tree. Let us proceed, 
however, to a comparison between the national quadrupeds 
and those of the neighbouring continents, which may tend 
to throw some light on the origin of the Sardinian nation. We 
shall consider the wild species only, which men must have taken 
with them to their new settlement. ‘The similitude of animals 
in different countries leads to the supposition of the identity of 
one country with another. Now by confronting the wild 
quadrupeds of Sardinia with those in Italy, we find a great 
difference between them. The mouffon ts the first in com- 
parison ; this animal is unkiuown in Ltaly ; on the contrary, the 
roebuck is never seen in Sardinia, though we meet with it 
in those parts of Ltaly uearest to that island. The mouflon, 
which bas never existed ou the great continents of France 
and Spain, is so naturalized in the east, that Brison has 

Dapper speaks of it in Cyprus, 
Greece. It may therefore suffice 

gin to those Sardinian quadrupeds. 
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and Belon met with it in 


Spina? , 
to assign an Onental or! 



















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The ictis of Aristotle, which we call boccamele, is the second 
wild animal very common in the island; yet it is entirely 
unknown to modern naturalists who have described the animals 
of the two adjacent contivents. The quadrupeds then which 
are not found in the neighbouring countries, were introduced 
into the island by the first colonists ; they were Greeks, whose 
customs are sti]l easily traced. The leathera buskins worn by 
the peasants, are the same with those of Laertes. The knife 
worn in the girdle is still customary throughout the Levant. 
Whether the bread be made of wheat or barley, the torm of it 
is round and flattened ; hence St. Luke’s expression of “ break- 
ing of bread ;” it is presented at table in a white cloth by the 
young women. 

If we consider the hospitality used in the island, we shalt 
recollect with pleasure the adventures of Telcimachus. The 
master of the house receives the stranger with great core 
diality, leads his horse to the stable, and prepares for the repast; 
but the women retire, and appear only to take away, and wish 
the traveller a good journey, to whom they offer provisions 
for the road. In the Levant and in Sardinia, two pieces of 
wood, rubbed against each other, serve instead of a flint 
and steel; and in those countries the female mourners at- 
tend the funerals, to sing the praises of the dead, and disfigure 
themselves by acts of grief and despair. Moreover this 
resemblance to Greek customs is confirmed by numerous 
Greek words, still retained in the vernacular tongue. 

We pass over the dry details of the various revolutions 
which have subjected Sardinia during the course of ages. la 
1720, it was ceded to the court of Turin in exchange for 
Sicily, and under its new sovereignagriculture began to flourish ; 
seminaries were endowed ; hospitals were founded ; commerce 
Was encouraged, and credit established among the merchants 
by the erection of commercial boards, with excelleat regula- 
tions for the decision of mercantile affairs. After the ac- 
cession of Victor Amadeus in 1773, down to 1792, when war 
was declared by France, Sardinia was sacriliced to the cupidity 

of those Piedmontese subjects who, through the weakness of 
the king, bad usurped the most lucrative places in every branch 
of public administration, and no reciprocity was granted to 
the Sardinians in state affairs in the continental dominions. 
Hleace all appeals became useless, discontent was general, and 
the most horrible slavery staredthem in the fuce. 

Soon after the declaration of war, the French republic 
dispatched Admiral Traguet with forty-five sai! of the line, 
and thirty-one transports to take the island. As no succours 
could be expected from the king, who had already lost Nice 
and Savoy, the islanders determived on a vigorous resistance. 
A second division of the French flect arrived in the gulph ot 

6 Cagliar, 
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Cagliari, and on the 12th of February, 1795, the attack 
was begun; but the fleet were sgou obliged to retire, with 
the loss of an eighty gun ship and many of the transports. 
The king was delighted with this glorious defeat, and sent 
Jetters full of the most flattering and paternal expressions ; 
and the pope in his brief says, “ We most heartily congratu- 
Jate all the inhabitants on this stupendous and immortal 
honour atteuched to the Sardinian name, &c.” The Sardinians 
in their address to his majesty confined their requests to the 
five following articles :—A convocation of the cortes for 
the discussion of all objects. of public utility ; the confir- 

mation of all laws, customs and privileges; a ~ ge 30 

to offices in favour of the Sardinians ; the establishment of : 
council with the viceroy ; and the appuintment of a Sare 
dinian minister to the court of Turin. Although the de puties 
charged with these articles were well received by his majesty, 
who assured them of his favourable dispositions, yet they 
were detained many months at ‘Turin in vain, and dispatches 
were sent privately to the viceroy to be communicated to the 
chiefs of the three estates, which contained a negative reply to 
all their requests. 

The whole kingdom was confounded by such a fatal 
stroke, which blasied all their hopes, and being well persuaded 
that it proceeded from the intrigues of the minister of the 
interior, in league with the Piedmontese placemen in the i island, 
an insurrection became general ; and on the @sth of April, 

1794, the public effervescence was excited to the highest piteh 
The royal party was worsted, the troops were disarmed, and the 
viceroy made prisoner. By theintervention of some personages 
distinguished for their birth and talents, the people promised 
to return to their duty on condition that the viceroy and all 
natives of Piedmont, with the exception of the archbishop 
of Cagliari and some other prelates, be expelled the king- 
dom. Theroyal audience composed of Sardinians, immediatcly 
assumed the reins of government agreeably to the constitution, 
the states assembled, and measures were adopted for the restora- 
tion of public tranquillity. The viceroy, deputies, placemen, 
and all other Piedmontese were emburked the next di iy, and 
some prelates alone remained who were worthy of the honour 
able exception. 





REFLBCTION. 


E is wisest who resigns himself to the will of providence, 
and contents himself with making the best use of the 
means put into his hands. 


9 CU- 
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CURIOUS WILL. 
HE remains of Mr. Tuke were lately interred at Wath, 
near Rotherham, in Yorkshire. The deceased bequeathed 
in his will— 
To every child who attended his funeral one penny each. 
(From five to seven hundred attended.) 
To every poor woman in Wath, Is. each. 
To the ringers 10s. 6d. to ring one peal of grand bobs, to 
strike off while putting him in bis grave—(which was done). 
To seven of the oldest navigators, one guinea, for pudling 
him up in the grave. 
To his natural daughter 41. 4s. per annum. 
To his old and faithful servant Joseph Pitt, 211. per annum. 
To an old woman, who has’ for eleven years tucked him up 
in bed, only 11. 1s. 
Forty dozen of penny loaves to be thrown from the church 
legds at twelve o’clock on Christmas-day, for ever. 
Two elegant brass cliandeliers for the church. 
And twenty pounds towards a new set of chimes, - 


An ANECDOTE. 


N the family of Sir Francis Bardett there is at present a 

young woman who has been in his service about ten years. 
Her dress, though decent, was not of late so becomivg as the 
situation she held about Lady Burdett required. Sir Francis, 
who wishes all employed iu his service to be happy.and respec- 
table, enquired why this young woman wore any appearance 
different trom the rest of bis household, and learned that she 
had an aged and widowed mother, unable to labour, to. whom 
she allowed two-thirds of her wages for support. Upon re- 
ceiving this information, the baronct ordered bis herse to be 
saddled, and having learned the residence of the distressed wi- 
dow, rode thither.to make inquiry respecting the truth of the 
daughter's statement. Finding that the mother’s stery corro- 
borated that of the daughter, hé returned, and the girl being 
sent for, in the presence of Lady Burdett, the baronet ad- 
dressed himself to her'thus: 

“ [ have made inquiry respecting your treatment of your 
mother, and find that your story is correct. 1 have! since cal- 
culated what you have bestowed on her froin your wages, 
whici: [ shall order to be restored to you; a like sum shall be 
placed in the funds, the interest of which shall be paid to your 
motier ’till her death, after which the priacipal shail be your's; 
and ny further desire is, that you reserve your wages for your 
own necessities aud comforts, and‘let your mother in future be 
my pensioner. 

Vol. 50. 5 Q ANSwr, 
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THE HOUSE ON THE HILL. 
Descriptive of a rural Scene near Tiverton. 


Me yonder nransion, that o’erlooks the down, 
Remote from tumults that disturb the town; 
There, thro’ the changes of the varied year, 
‘When summer smiles, or winter frowns severe, 
Or in gay spring, when rough winds cease to roar, 
Or when fair autumn spreads her yellow store, 
New charms appear, imparting joys refin’d, 
‘To each inquiring, philosophic mind; 
‘To him who secks ineftable delight, 
In ev’ry object that attracts his sight; 

here blooming health uprears her rosy seat, 
From noxious vapours a secure retreat ; 
Ambrosial zephyrs, on a summer’s day, 
In sportive gambols round her tresses play ; 
Quick glancing sun-beams wantonly combine, 
And with effulgence on her mantle shine. 


What tho’ the structure, by industry plann’d, 
Be rais’d alone on yonder hill to stand; 

Without a tree, when furious winds arise, 

To yield it shelter from tempestuous skies, 

Or when bright Phcebus dries up limpid streams, 
Without a shade t’ exclude his noon-tide beams ; 
Vet beauteous scenes around the mansion lie, 
Fraught with new charms to please the roving eye; 
The lofty mountains, at a distance seen, 

The flow’ry vallies interspers’d between ; 

Embow’ ring woodlands that adorn the hills, 

‘The winding courses of meandering rills, 
Delightful cots, and circumjacent farms, 

Peaceful retreats from dreadful war’s alarms, 
Far-distant towers, that catch the earliest rayy 

Of brilliant Phoebus when he opes the day : 
Atearly dawn, when cheerful echo wakes, 
Blithely upspringing from the slumbering lakes, 
Kemote bold chanticleer proclaims the morny 
While thro’ the vale resounds the huntsman’s horny 
Echo still answers to the jovial sounds 

Of peasants, sportsmen, and light-footed hounds ; 
While the gay sky-lark, to salute the morn, 

Soars high in air, on russet pinions borne. 
Ascending upwards joyfully she sings, 

Shaking the dew drops from her quivering wings; 
Dimly discover’d in some passing cloud, 

With rapture fi}l’d the curlew screams aloud ; 
While proudiy perch’d on some far distant spray, 
‘The thrush and linnet hail returning day, 
Unnumber’d songsters in the vallies raise, 

One universal hymn of gratitude and praise. 


Thus 
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Thus glides with them life’s circumscribed span, 
None are inactive, save inactive man ; 

Awake Oh mortals! from inglorious ease, 

No longer spend in indolence your days; 

Blush at the warblers that upbraid your shame, 
Arise, and venerate your Maker’s name! 
Who wisely guides, supports, and still maintains 
All that exists in nature’s boundless chains. 


In yonder path that leads across the down, 
I view the ruddy and industrious clown, 
Right glad of heart he lightly trips along, 
The flail and flagon o’er hi. shoulders hung, 
A woven basket on his arm he bears, 
Furnish’d with food on which he daily fares. 
His wand’ ring eye surveys the country round, 
Sces vales and hills where fleecy flocks abound 5 
Beholds the sturdy ox, and neighing steed, 
Roving abrvad, on fruitful herbage teed ; 
Amidst the sounds that on the breezes swell, 
He hears the roving wether’s tingling bees; 
The hum of bees, by instinct borne along, 
O’er banks of heath the yellow gorse among; 
The chirping grashopper, beneath the shade 
Of new-sprung grass, or blooming wild flowers’ shade ; 
The noisy insects of the jocund spring, 
Rejoicing wildly on the new-form’d wing. 


Thus nature smiles, ere the majestic sun, 
His course ethereal thro’ the sky has run, 
When in the west the glorious orb declines, 
When nota gleam upon the mountain shines, 
The lurking fox forsakes his lonely den, 
Steals forth in silence thro’ the darksome glen, 
Pursues his course across th’ extensive moor, 
Where gabbling goslings fed the day before ; 
His wand’ ring teet prolong the nightly prowl, 
Ere from the distant perch he steals some harmless fowl. 


Now o’er the eastern heights again behold, 
Resplendent Sol his cheering beams unfold; 
Aurora sprinkling, with her lib’ral hand, 
Refrig’rent dew-drops o’cr the fruitful land; 

The postman comes, refresh’d with fragrant gales, 
Softly arising from the neighbouring vales ; 

The herald he, of fond, exulting joys, 

‘To him whuse peace no baneful ii destroys; 

But oft the messenger of keenest pains 

‘To swains confin’d in ruthless Cupid’s chains ; 
From climes remote, beyond old ocean’s roar, 
Whose restless waves surround Britannia’s shores 
‘The news of unsuccessful war he brings, 

Of empires ruin’d, and the fate of Kings. 

‘The anxious lover, on the woe-fraught page, 
Reads of the battle’s unrelenting rage; 

Of thousands vanquish’d on th’ embattled field, 
And unto death or slav’ry doom’d to yield; 

‘The weeping widow feels the fatal smart, 

Of piercing sorrow rushing thro’ her heart, 
Whose partner, summon’d by ficrce war’s alarms, 
kell nobly fighting ’mid the clash of arms; 

‘The loving brother mourns hiy absent friend, 
Compell’d beneath the bloody sword to bend ; 
The tender inther, bursting out in tears, 

Weeps for her son, cut olf an early years; 
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Ah dreadful war! exhaustless source of woe! 

Say, will thy evils never cease to flow? 

Come smiling peace! disclose thy shady bowers, 

Hide swords and spears in Wreaths of fairest flowers ; 
Bind up each wound, and to the soldier’s heart 

The healing blessings of. thy hand impart ; 

In one vast circie circumscribe the earth, 

Teach all the human race to feel thy boundless worth! 


Tiverton. R. LOOSEMORE. 





A SAVOYARD’s TALE. 


HERE shall an orphan find shelter and rest? 
Keen blows the death-wind, the “larum has toll’d!* 
Faint, and still fainter it sinks to the west, 
Nought but the torrents of snow I behold! 


My home and my kindred! in ruins ye lie— 
Ko o pity, no bl ‘ssing, my toil shall repay : 

Some pilgrim shall gaze on my corse with a sigh, 
Aad give a low grave to the mouldering clay. 


Sweet, sweet was our cot inthe cliff of a rock, 

Once bright were our fields in the summer sun’s glow; 
When down the steep valley I guided my flock, 

How soft was the pipe in the vineyard below! 


Ab! never again, at his ivy-fring’d door, 
The smile of her father shall Madaline see— 
The pipe in the vineyard delights me no more; 
No mother’s glad welcome 1s waiting for me! 


Loud howls the st: orm, still unheeded she weeps; 
Dark is the night in her dwe elling of woe, 

While by the din embers her vigil she keeps, 
And envies the grave where my brother lies low, 


Poor infant! no more for thy father provide 

Fresh flowers and soft wood-moss to pillow his head! 
Cold, cold, and for ever, he sleeps by my side; 

The snows of wild Cenis shall cover our bed! 


Take now the last warmth which my bosom supplies, 
The fiend of destruction rides swift thro’ the air! 
To Heav’n and its s angels my sad spirit flies— 
My childand my Lubin sha!l welcome me there. 


A YOUNG LADY. 


* The monks of Mount Cenis ring an alarm-bell to warn travellers of the approach 
of the torment or death-wind. 





YOUTHUUL HOPE. 


I OPE, to thy cheeriny influence we owe 
Whate’er delights or swectens life below; 
By thy blest charm our presen’ pain we tose, 


As future prospects happiness disclose ; 

In youthful days thy magic pe w'rs imp. art, 
With fa icy s aid, swee pleas sure to the heart; 
Distrust and fear, to apathy consign’d, 

Cloud not the sunshine of th’ erch. in ted mind; 
Lite’s tu'ure joys seem present to the view, 
And hope half perfects what the far cy drew. 
C,. SAIME, 
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